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Overview of Summary Guide #17 
 

• God’s Promised Hope.  Revelation 21:1-8. 
• God’s Place of Eternal Life.  Revelation 21:9-21. 
• God’s Paradise Restored.  Revelation 21:22 & 22:6.  

The movie “Gladiator” is about a Roman general who is betrayed and returns home to 
find his whole family have been killed by an emperor’s corrupt son.  After this 
devastating experience, he was continually haunted with this fear of returning home 
and seeing his dead family.  

He was motivated by two great desires after this event.  The first was to see a sense 
of justice prevail and the second was that he would see his loved ones again in an 
after-life. 

Interestingly, the book of Revelation was written during the time of the Roman 
Empire and draws on some military themes.  For example, Revelation uses a military 
metaphor when referring to the Second Coming of Jesus.  Chapter 19 displays Him as 
a triumphant general coming to rescue His people.  It’s a spiritual battle we’re 
engaged in and Jesus is our Warrior King. 

The key question about justice that is asked during the opening of the Fifth Seal is 
finally answered by Christ’s Second Coming.  In Revelation 21, we see a glimpse of 
what the after-life is going to be like.  By what we read, it will be more incredible than 
we could ever imagine.  The Apostle Paul revealed -  

1 Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have 
entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love 
Him.” 

Sometimes a friend may recommend a good book for you to read or a movie to see 
and you develop some feeling of excitement as you plan to read the book or watch 
the movie.  However, you are disappointed because you don’t find the experience as 
thrilling as you anticipated.  Well, it won’t be like that when you one day view the 
heavenly land.  It will be more fantastic than you could ever imagine.  One day, the 
people of God will triumphantly enter the New Jerusalem.  This is your real home.  
This is your Heavenly abode where you will see your loved ones again and be with 
them forever. 

At the moment, we are in the colosseum of planet Earth where heavenly forces are 
battling against the originator of evil.  Satan will be completely defeated.  We can be 
thankful that Jesus first of all defeated him at the cross of Calvary when He paid the 
price for our sins.  Ultimately Satan will be destroyed in the Lake of Fire. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%202:9&version=NKJV
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Review of Previous Summary Guide 

In Guide #16, we saw the final judgment of evil and the destruction of all who have 
ever opposed God’s kingdom.  We also saw that death will no longer occur in God’s 
everlasting kingdom.  Destruction is a strange act for the Creator because He really 
wants all to be saved.  The choice of the lost to reject God’s way disqualifies them 
from being citizens of Heaven.  Because their characters are unfit for the glory land 
God in His mercy terminates them.  The pure way of heaven would be unbearable to 
them because God’s values are not in their hearts.  The Lake of Fire may seem harsh 
but God is really being merciful to the lost. 

Can you understand God’s mercy in not being able to save the rejecters of His grace? 
Please explain your view. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s Promised Hope 

We now move on to Chapter 21 which introduces us to a New Heaven and a New 
Earth where all things are made new. 

Revelation 21:1-8   Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. 2 Then I, John,[a] saw the 
holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. 
God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no 
more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A1-8&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-31056a
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5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to 
me,[b] “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” 

6 And He said to me, “It is done![c] I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the 
End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. 7 He who 
overcomes shall inherit all things,[d] and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 8 But 
the cowardly, unbelieving,[e] abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, 
idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and 
brimstone, which is the second death.” 

What does Jesus mean when He says He will give the fountain of the water of life? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

The earthly city of Jerusalem in the Bible is an emblem of God’s dwelling place.  Jesus 
wept over Jerusalem because they had rejected the Messiah who was their only hope.  
It was symbolic of humanities’ disobedience toward God.  The Bible story is really 
about two cities; Jerusalem and Babylon.  We have studied the destruction of spiritual 
Babylon and now move on to look at the Holy City of God.  In Bible times, God dwelt 
in the earthly sanctuary which was symbolic of the heavenly sanctuary.   

God’s presence was in the Most Holy Place of the earthly sanctuary.  In the New 
Jerusalem, we are told in these verses that God will actually dwell with His people. 
We will see in chapter 21 that there is no longer a need for a sanctuary in Heaven 
because sin no longer separates God and humankind.  Sin and disobedience have 
been obliterated.  Revelation chapter 21 is a wonderful promise of hope of what God 
has in store for those who love Him.   

Revelation 21:4 reveals to us that there will no longer be any tears of sorrow caused 
by the separation of death.  There will be no tears caused by physical or emotional 
pain.  There is no mourning of any kind in God’s New Earth because the old order of 
things has passed away.  Death, sorrow, crying and pain are forever gone.   

Life as we know it now will be banished forever.  Neither will there be any disease or 
suffering ; “The eyes of the blind will be opened – the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped 
– the lame shall leap like a deer and the tongue of the dumb sing.” Isaiah 35:5,6. 

  Imagine a world of perfection and such happiness.  This is what God is preparing for 
believers. A place where the desert will blossom as a rose, Isaiah 35:1. And the 
inhabitant will not say, “I am sick.”  Isaiah 33:24, and violence will cease, Isaiah 60:18.  
In God’s land there is fullness of joy and pleasures forevermore.  Psalm 16:11 

What do you think life will be like in a world such as this? 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A1-8&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-31059b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A1-8&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-31060c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A1-8&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-31061d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A1-8&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-31062e
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God’s Place of Eternal Life 

Revelation 21:9-14  9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with 
the seven last plagues came to me[a] and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you 
the bride, the Lamb’s wife.”[b] 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high 
mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy[c] Jerusalem, descending out of heaven 
from God, 11 having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a 
jasper stone, clear as crystal. 12 Also she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, 
and twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the 
twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 13 three gates on the east, three gates on the 
north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west. 

14 Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names[d] of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

How do you visualize this city descending from heaven? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John recognises the angel who shows him the city from chapter 16 and the Seven Last 
Plagues.  He invites John to see the Bride which is the Holy City.  Revelation is telling 
us that heaven is real and not imaginary or symbolic and the description of the city is 
breathtaking. 

It shines brilliantly with the glory of God because God’s presence is there making the 
sun and moon unnecessary. 

The city has twelve gates and three gates on each side named after one of the tribes 
of Israel.  Its twelve gates stand for the universality of God’s people in Heaven. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?dc=2&utm_expid=13466113-14._FDQX2HfR4SO5nXu6EKjTw.2&search=Revelation+21%3A9-14&version=NKJV&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fquicksearch%2F%3Fquicksearch%3Deye%2Bhas%2Bnot%2Bseen%26qs_version%3DNKJV#fen-NKJV-31063a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?dc=2&utm_expid=13466113-14._FDQX2HfR4SO5nXu6EKjTw.2&search=Revelation+21%3A9-14&version=NKJV&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fquicksearch%2F%3Fquicksearch%3Deye%2Bhas%2Bnot%2Bseen%26qs_version%3DNKJV#fen-NKJV-31063b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?dc=2&utm_expid=13466113-14._FDQX2HfR4SO5nXu6EKjTw.2&search=Revelation+21%3A9-14&version=NKJV&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fquicksearch%2F%3Fquicksearch%3Deye%2Bhas%2Bnot%2Bseen%26qs_version%3DNKJV#fen-NKJV-31064c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?dc=2&utm_expid=13466113-14._FDQX2HfR4SO5nXu6EKjTw.2&search=Revelation+21%3A9-14&version=NKJV&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fquicksearch%2F%3Fquicksearch%3Deye%2Bhas%2Bnot%2Bseen%26qs_version%3DNKJV#fen-NKJV-31068d
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Luke 13:29  29 They will come from the east and the west, from the north and the south, 
and sit down in the kingdom of God. 

The New Jerusalem is a universal city.  People from all Earth’s history, both Old and 
New Testament are included. Everyone has unlimited access to the presence of God if 
they so choose.  The Apostle Paul reveals the divine structure in – 

Ephesians 2:20 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone,  

Do you see it as a great honour to be able to speak with God face to face? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Next, we see the angel measure the length, width and height of the city like Ezekiel 
did in Ezekiel chapters 40 to 42. 

Revelation 21:15-17  15 And he who talked with me had a gold reed to measure the 
city, its gates, and its wall. 16 The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its 
breadth. And he measured the city with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, 
breadth, and height are equal. 17 Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four 
cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of an angel. 

The cubic city is found to be 12,000 stadia or furlongs long, wide and high.  This is of 
course a cube shape. A stadia is an old Roman measurement of about 185 metres 
which was the length of a sporting stadium in Roman times.  As you can see, the city 
is absolutely HUGE.  We understand that this makes the city 2,200 km or 1,400 miles 
long, wide and high.  As a matter of interest, when you multiply 12,000 x12,000 it 
comes to 144,000.  This is the symbolic number of God’s people who were redeemed 
in Revelation 7:4. This is God’s church in glory and their home is the New Jerusalem.  
The city is now the Most Holy Place where God and His people dwell forevermore.  
Also, the 12 precious stones mentioned in Revelation 21:19-21 correspond to the 
precious stones found in the breastplate worn by the High Priest in the Old 
Testament Sanctuary. 

God’s Paradise Restored 

As the book of Revelation comes to a conclusion, we begin to see the bigger picture.  
By God’s grace, humankind has been restored to the original Eden.  This was the 
Paradise Lost through the sin and disobedience of Adam and Eve and the subtle 
temptation of the evil Satan.  The New Eden is now restored to a much greater 
grandeur than the garden home of the first couple.  The Holy City is now located on 
the New Earth and God Himself dwells in the New Jerusalem. 

Revelation 21:22-22:6  22 But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are its temple. 23 The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it,[a] for 
the glory[b] of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 24 And the nations of those who 
are saved[c] shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A22-22%3A6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-31077a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A22-22%3A6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-31077b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A22-22%3A6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-31078c
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into it.[d] 25 Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there). 26 And 
they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it.[e] 27 But there shall by no 
means enter it anything that defiles, or causes[f] an abomination or a lie, but only those 
who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 

 

What is required to have your name written in the Book of Life? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The River of Life 

22 And he showed me a pure[g] river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle of its street, and on either side of the 
river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every 
month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 And there shall be no 
more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall 
serve Him. 4 They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. 5 There 
shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A22-22%3A6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-31078d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A22-22%3A6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-31080e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A22-22%3A6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-31081f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A22-22%3A6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-31082g
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them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.  6 Then he said to me, “These words 
are faithful and true.” And the Lord God of the holy[h] prophets sent His angel to show 
His servants the things which must shortly take place. 

What type of fruit do you think will be on the Tree of Life? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Reigning with Christ is a great honour.  How will you be able to fill this great 
responsibility? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

In Eden we see – 

• Sin and death begin. 
• Humanity banished from Paradise. 
• A curse is placed on humanity. 

In the New Jerusalem we see – 

• Sin and death end. 
• Humanity live with God in Paradise for eternity. 
• A curse is lifted from humanity. 
• A River of Life. 
• The Tree of Life. 
• Nothing impure. 
• God’s name on their foreheads 

An Appeal 

The Holy City is more beautiful than we could ever imagine.  It is a city that shines 
like the sun with the appearance of glowing gold.  Try to visualize the city walls of 
jasper and the foundation of precious stones, twelve gates made of twelve giant 
pearls and streets made of transparent gold. 

In this life, we cannot fully picture the glory.  It is beyond our comprehension.  We 
have not yet seen the wonderful things God has prepared for those who love Him.  
We do know it is most glorious and worth striving for.  Furthermore, the flush and 
vigour of youth will be on every face of those who dwell there.  There will be no 
sickness, death or pain.  With the surge of eternal life flowing through incorruptible 
bodies, the saved ones cry out in victory: 

1 Corinthians 15:55  55 “O Death, where is your sting?[a] 
O Hades, where is your victory? 

That will be a country of riches without want; health without sickness; pleasure 
without pain; joy without sorrow; laughter without tears and life without death. This 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A22-22%3A6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-31087h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A55&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28774a
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is all ours to enjoy throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity.  The invitation to be in 
that land is given to all. 

Revelation 22:17  17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears 
say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of 
life freely. 

 Jesus wants us to live in this land of happiness without end.  He is calling us to 
forsake this sinful world and desires that we set our sights on the land beyond 
tomorrow.  He doesn’t want us to perish but wants us to have eternal life.  

The choices we make today will determine our destiny.  The Holy City is a real place 
and all will see it some day.  Unfortunately, most will suffer eternal loss as they will 
find themselves outside the city in the great final conflict. Those who love Jesus and 
live for Him will be found safely inside on that momentous day. 

How foolish of us to not choose life.  Our ultimate destiny lies in our personal choice 
now.  This life is short but eternity is forever.  Sometimes we tend to place temporal 
things first and eternal things last.  Remember that one day we must die and we can 
take nothing of this world with us but what God offers will never be lost. 

Have you accepted Jesus invitation to partake of the water of Life? ____________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


